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OUR MISSION
EMERGE empowers and equips high-achieving students from low-income 
communities to apply to, thrive at, and graduate from the nation’s best colleges.

OUR VISION
Changing the future, one student at a time.

OUR REACH
EMERGE serves more than 3,000 scholars across a dozen school districts and 
more than 100 selective colleges and universities across the country.

EMERGE has a strong network of nearly 1,500 alumni, who are employed by 
prestigious companies such as Amazon, Goldman Sachs, and Microsoft.
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Welcome

A Story of Resilience
Marlee Morgan, EMERGE Alumna

University of Virginia ’25
Master’s Candidate, Syracuse University ’26

Leadership Remarks
Ashley Cash

Chief Executive Officer, EMERGE

Honoree Presentation
Ruth Beaubrun, EMERGE Alumna 

University of Chicago ’23 
Senior Associate, DoorDash

Mia Mends, 2026 Honoree

Lunch

A Story of Perseverance & Hope
Diana Villatoro Sorto, EMERGE Scholar

Klein Collins High School ’26

Closing Remarks
Kate Dearing Fowler, 2026 Co-Chair
Kate Schilling Kelm, 2026 Co-Chair

Kate Dearing Fowler and Kate Schilling Kelm have 
shared a friendship since their undergraduate years 
at Tulane University and now share a commitment to 
expanding opportunity for students across Houston. 
Their partnership reflects the strength of community and 
the collective investment required to ensure students 
can pursue ambitious futures. Through their support of 
EMERGE and our Build the Village Luncheon, they help 
champion the vision that every student deserves access to 
opportunity. We are deeply grateful for their leadership and 
for the generosity and commitment they have shown in 
support of this year’s luncheon. 

We are proud to honor Mia Mends in recognition of her 
commitment to expanding educational opportunity and 
strengthening our community. Mia is a steadfast believer
in the transformative power of education, having earned her
bachelor’s degree in economics from Wellesley College and her 
MBA from Harvard Business School. A longtime champion 
of EMERGE’s mission, Mia served on the Board of Directors, 
including as Board Chair from 2021 to 2023, helping guide 
the organization through growth while remaining deeply 
connected to the scholars we serve. Her leadership 
extended beyond governance. As a mentor, she invested 
time and insight in helping scholars navigate their college 
journeys with confidence and clarity. Mia continues to 
champion access, excellence, and upward mobility, 
embodying the spirit of building a village that ensures 
every scholar has the opportunity to thrive.

Diana Villatoro Sorto will graduate summa cum laude with a 
Medical Assistant certification and plans to pursue a pre-med 
track as she continues her academic journey toward a career in
neurology. Through EMERGE’s comprehensive advising and
college access support, Diana refined her academic goals,
navigated the admissions process with clarity, and strengthened
her vision for the future. Her journey reflects the preparation, 
opportunity, and belief that define EMERGE’s work. As 
she steps into her next chapter, Diana carries with her 
the support of an entire village and the promise of what’s 
possible when students are given the chance to lead.
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